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Elba has a heavy, dark block that she carries around with her
wherever she goes. Norris has a bright picnic basket ready
for sharing and is followed by a flurry of butterflies wherever
he goes. Norris tries to get Elba to go on outings with him, but
Elba declines because she has a hard time dragging the block
around. The more he befriends Elba, the smaller her block gets.
Eventually, she agrees to go to the ocean with Norris, where, to
their amazement, the block becomes smaller yet again. With a
lighter block, Elba decides that she can go on outings with Norris
and have fun without reservation.
Maybe tomorrow? is a thoughtful and sentimental book that
addresses the feelings of grief and sadness that are normal
after the loss of a friend or family member. The book also
highlights that empathy and friendship can help us process
and heal from grief. The illustrations are bright and colorful,
which serve to present a somber topic for children in a lighter,
more approachable way. However, some of the writing seemed
disjointed, which disrupted the flow of the book. For example,
when Elba asks Norris how to let the sadness out of the box,
Norris thinks about it, and replies “maybe tomorrow.” This is an
ambiguous response that may confuse young readers. Despite
some issues with the text, the overall theme and presentation of
the book is heartwarming and thoughtful, making it a great book
to read with children who have experienced loss.
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